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HE world is shrinking.
An assortment of cul-
tures, languages and peo-
ple is making it even more in-
terezting. As if
to highlight
what this can e
Mean, many
institutes are
using exchange collaborations
in which international stu-
dents are coming to Pune and
teaching what thev are at.
Mot just that, students from

FOREIGN
EXCHANGE

Fine aris teachers from abroad are coming to
Pune, while our own students are visiting
other countries to teach our local art forms.

PT reporis

Pune are getting opporiunities
o go and teach in various
countries, which iz adding to
their wealth of exposure
through first-hand experi-
ences.

Bhanmik Chawla. a stu-
dent from an acting and
theatre instilute, recently
came back from London.
Excited about his recont re-
turn from the UK, Chawla

savs, “Ii was a very proud mo-
ment for me as I went to an in-
stitute in London to teach them
facial expression and toemote.
learnt a lot from my students as

well a= teachers over there,
and returned with lois of
memories,” says he.

Antje Kauffman and Eid-
enne Aweh, both contempo-
rary dancers from Germany,
are coming to Pune to con-
duct a programme on ad-
vanced levels of modern
dance. “We haven't been to
India before, and know justa
little about the culture, the
people and the landscape.
Teaching in an Indian school

will be re-
ally great.
After having grad-
nated at Palucca in Sep-

tember last year, starting
my teaching life in Pune
promizes o be a great expe-
rience,” says Antje.

Both Antje and Etienne
want to learn the Imdian
Clazsical form, and teach it
back in Germany. “For me,
it's imteresiing to work with
people who have their roots
in a completely differami
kind of dancing. Indian
dance is foreign to me. And
g0, the natural vocabulary of
movement is completely dif-
ferent. Seeing that will be an
experience for us."” says Eti-
eTine.

Agroeging that learning
various art forms from for-

eign instructors gives a bet-
ter world view, dance and art
director Hrishikesh Pawar
zays, “The standard of dance
around the world is very
high. 5o the local dancers
benefit a lot. Bui what is
equally important is that,
when the foreign dancers
come to teach here, they alzo
gpt o learn Eathak, Bharat
MNatyam from eminent toach-
ers,” says he.

Such collaborations and

exchange programmes are
exponsive affairs. How do
the art institutes in the city
manage o make everything
work? “All my collaborations
have been under the academ-
ics umbrella of contempo-
rary dance with various Uni-
versities and dance compa-
nies. Hence, the support is
spnerated through govern-
ment aids and society funds
that is put together to pro-
miote dance,” sayvs Pawar,
That Pune's students are
learning new artistic forms
in the city — and also con-
ducting similar classes to
teach their craft abroad — is
4 boon for those who wish
diversify In an era of fresh
opportunities, they could nod
have asked for more.
Ml muhoer e Em e groun. oom




